
The Waikato Branch of the New Zealand Founders Society Inc held an outing to the rural 
village of Pirongia, south-west of Hamilton, on Thursday 17th September 2026. Pirongia 
was latterly named after the nearby mountain of the same name but was called 
Alexandra in the 1800s by British settlers. They named it that in honour of Princess 
Alexandra of Denmark who married Prince Edward, the Prince of Wales, heir to Queen 
Victoria of Great Britain and the Empire of those days. Two British military redoubts were 
established in the vicinity during the Land Wars of the 1860s and the Maori people had a 
large fortification at nearby Paterangi. 

Founders Society members met on the 17th for lunch at the Mountain Folk Cafe in 
Pirongia, and new member Ian McMichael was presented with his membership 
certificate by Membership Secretary Carolyn Adams.  

 

After lunch, the group visited the Pirongia Museum and Heritage Centre to listen to 
presentations given by two museum volunteers, Ros Empson and Allan Hall. They gave 
very interesting talks about the building, which was the former St. Saviour Church which 
had been moved several times until being lovingly restored in its present resting-place, 
colonial families of the area, the redoubts and land wars from 1864 and the Kingitanga 
movement of the Maori resistance to the Government taking over the Waikato region. 



The group spent some time browsing in the museum and learning much from the 
exhibits on display.  

 

 



 

 



At about 2.00 p.m we formed a convoy of cars to follow Allan Hall on a 'tiki tour' around 
the rural neighbourhood to visit the sites formerly occupied by British troops, and Maori 
at Paterangi.  

 



 

 



 
With all sites now forming parts of farms without historical markers, we definitely 
needed the benefit of Allan's great research and knowledge. The cold wind and grey 
skies brought our field trip to an end by about 4.00 p.m. This was a most interesting 
outing! 


